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flowering and capsule production.  Due to the presence of such a large number of rare plant species
and unusual natural communities, this site is ranked as state significant.

Description of Faunal Communities and Rare Animal Populations:

An animal survey was not conducted on this site.

Management/Protection Recommendations:

Management and protection efforts on Falls Dam Slope are necessary to ensure the survival of the
rare plant populations.  Discussions among state and federal agencies including the NC Natural
Heritage Program, NC Plant Conservation Program, U.S.F.S. - Uwharrie National Forest, and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service would help determine the best management for protecting the rare
plant populations.  For example, in 1999, a portion of the Helianthus schweinitzii (Schweinitz's
sunflower) population was sprayed with herbicide.  A cooperative agreement between the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and property owners would help prevent further damage to the Schweinitz's
sunflower population and help ensure their survival.  

A conservation easement through a local land trust would help ensure the protection of the private
property that occurs between the Yadkin River and U.S.F.S. - Uwharrie National Forest property.


